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x^VlNG  again  consented  to  be  a  candidate^ 
with  my  present  colleague,  JVIr.  Jackson,  for  thet 
twelfth  Congress,  and  finding  that  for  this  we  are 
Eubjedled  to  every  species  of  misrepresentation,  and 
that  our  condudl,  together  with  the  minority  irt  Con- 
gress, is  represented  in  opposition  to  the  Adminisftra-* 
tion  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  irt 
favour  of  Great-Britain,  against  the  country  that  gave 
us  birth,  and  in  which  we  hold  no  inconsiderable  stake; 
although  1  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  man  of 
common  fense,  or  common  honesty,  that  believes 
those  insinuations  ;and  although  you  may  be  assured, 
that  a  re-eleftion  will  neither  gratify  my  ambition,  or 
serve  my  interest ;  yet,  feeling  myself  as  your  Hepre* 
sentative,  accountable  for  my  condudl,  1  shall,  how- 
ever unpleafant  the  task,  give  you  a  correct  account 
of  the  operations  of  the  Government,  under  the  dif- 
ferent administrations,  to  the  end  of  the  last 
year,  principally,  in  resped  to  the  receipts 
arvd  expenditures,  that  you  may  be  the  better 
able  to  judge  for  yojrfelves,  as  to  the  extravagance  or 
economy  of  your  rulers,  and  the  difference  betv/een 
profession  and  practice  :  not  in  the  lead  doubting, 
that  when  you  are  correctly  informed,  you  will  viev/ 
things  very  differently  from  what  you  do  at  present: 
I  shall  likewise  endeavour  to  flate  the  different  fub* 
jeds  that  have  been  before  Congress  the  las:  winter, 
I  shall  avow  the  part  that  I  have  taken,  and  explain 
the  motives,  and  reasons  for  my  conduct  I  shall  do 
this  the  more  readily,  as  a  man  is  not  justified  nor* 
condemned  so  much  byhis  conJu-t,  as  by  party- 
names  and  prejudices. 


'^he  fird  businefs   tliat  occupied  the  attemion  of 
ongress  was  the  rupture  \yitli  the  Britifh  minister 

n  Jackson)  in  which  our  government  considered 

emuelves  infulied.  and  refused  to  have  any  further 
-  nmunications  with  him  ;  and  requested  his  recall : 
I'le  same  time  the  President  had  inllrudled  our 
raniiler  in  !  ondon  toaffure  the  Britifh  government, 
that  he  was  very  desirous  to  accommodate  the  mis- 
underst-ndings,  of  the  two  governments.  In  this 
stage  of  the  business  we  had  from  the  Senate  some 
very  intemperate  and  imprudent  resolutions,  in  direct 
hostility  and  contradiction  to  the  assurances  already 
given  by  the  l-'refident ;  making  war  upon  the  minis- 
ter, while  the  Prefident  had  assured  the  nation  of  his 
fincere  defire  to  accommodate  our  differences  :  It 
appeared  to  me  to  be  something  like  the  embargo, 
which,  white  our  minister  was  inllrufted  to  represent 
it  in  England  as  a  mere  municipal  regulation,  was 
held  up  here  as  a  hostile,  coercive  and  very  efficient 
measure.  And  because  I  could  not  discover  this  in- 
sult myself,  it  being  difficult  for  some  of  the  friends 
of  the  resolution  to  find  it,  some  thought  they  faw  it 
in  one  place,  and  fome  that  they  ft  It  it  in  another, 
and  no  two  found  it  in  the  same  place  ;  and  because 
those  re<^qlutions  could  do,  no  poffible  good,  and 
might  bfing  us  into  a  war^wfith  Great-Britain,  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  oppose  them,  believing  it  hardly  neces- 
sary to  involve  this  country  in  a  war,  because  a  fo- 
reign minider  and  our  secretary,  had  not  been  un- 
commonly polite  to  each  other. 

The  next  business  of  importance  was  a  bill  to  re- 
gulate the  intercourse  between  this  country,  and 
Great-Britain  and  France.  This  bill  contained  three 
didinCl  provifions  ;  one  to  interdid  the  armed  fliips 
of  thofe  natipns,  another  the  repeal  of  the  non-in- 
tercourse :  these  two  I  was  in  favour  of ;  but  the  other 
proviiion,  while  it  permitted  our  velTels  to  go  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  excluded  even  the  trading  ves- 
sels of  those  nations  from'  our  ports  entirely ;  and  at 
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the  same  time  restrained  the  importation  of  thepro^ 
du6ls  and  manufadlures  of  those  nations  to  vessels  di  ■ 
redl  from  the  ports  of  the  nations  of  which  they  were 
the  product  or  manufa<5lure ;  not  suffering  them  to 
take  a  single  thing  from   any  place,  that  was  the 
growth  or  manufadure  of  another,  although  both  plac- 
es were  under  the  same  government.     This  provi- 
sion  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  oppose,   becaufe  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  Great-Britain  would  retaliate,  and 
£hut  all  her  ports  againfl:  us  :   as  any  nation  must  be 
humbled  and  degraded  to  the   lowest  degree,  that 
would  permit  a  free-trade  to  that  nation,  which  would. 
Jiot  suffer  the  veffels  of  such  nation  to  enter  her  ports 
without    confiscation :   and   because    it   was   giving 
-Great-Britain  such  an  advantage  over  us  a^s  no  nation 
ought  to  give  to  another ;  ^s  a  great  part  of  our  ves- 
sels would  have  gone  into  her  ports  with  the  news  of 
^the  law,  which  would  have  put  much  of  our  property 
into  their  hands,   and  the  nation  in  their  power :   or 
4hey  might  have  fliut  all  their  ports  but  one,  to  which 
all  of  our  produce   would  have  been  carried,   which 
would  have  glutted  the  market :  the  Knglifh  would 
-have  bought  it  at  their  own  prices,  and  taken  it  where 
they  pleased  in  their  own  ships,   and  all  the  loss  in 
the  fale,  and  double  freight,  must  have  fallen  on  the 
■farmer,  who  had  worked  hard  to  raife  it.    But  if  they 
should  have  retaliated  fully,   it  would  have  brought 
about  a  complete  embargo  and  non-intercourfe,  which 
would  have  been  injurious  to^this  country,  and  very 
pleasing  to  the  French  emperor.  And  as  to  all  our  suf- 
ferings, they  would  have  iDeen  charged  to  the  Knglilli» 
although  would  they  have  done  no  more  than  to  have 
followed  our  own  example,  and  have  paffed  juft  such 
alaw  as  refpe6:s  us, as  we  had  against  them.  This  bill 
passed  the    House  of  Representatives   by  the    usual 
majority,   and  was  amended  in  the  Senate,  and  lost 
between  the  two  Houses. 

The  next  subject  was  in  consequence  ofarecom- 
^icndfttlon  by  the  Prefident'to  enlist  menty  thousand 


^chmteers,  and  the  detaching  of  one  hundred  thousand 
vnliiia.  A  bill  for  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  'Dolun- 
tcers,  apportioning  ten  companies  to  this  State,  origin- 
ated in  the  Senate,  which  contemplated  giving  a 
t>ounty  on  their  enlistment  and  liberty  to  retain  their 
^rms  at  the  expiration  of  their  term.  The  sedlion 
providing  for  their  pay  was  expunged  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  venerable  and  pradical  republican,  the 
Vice-President,  and  the  bill  not  afterwards  a£led  upon. 
The  bill  for  the  one  hundred  thousand  men  originated 
in  the  House  of  Keprefentatives,  which  authorized 
Volunteers  to  be  raised,  instead  of  drafts ;  but  the 
deficiency,  if  any,  to  be  drafted.  Thofe  men  were 
to  be  raised  for  two  years  ; — to  be  kept  in  adual  ser- 
vice for  nine  months  after  they  should  arrive  at  th^ 
place  of  destination,  and  might  be  sent  out  of  the 
United  States  at  any  time,  if  the  President  fliould 
deem  it  expedient ; — were  to  be  encamped  ten  days 
annually,  if  not  called  into  actual  service,  to  receive, 
during  said  time,  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  regular 
soldiers,  and  be  subject  to  military  law.  'i  his  was 
another  measure  that  I  was  opposed  to,  believing  it 
inexpedient,  oppreflive  and  unnecelTary  ;  and  as  it 
would  have  cost  the  United  States  three  mUlions  of 
dollars,  if  the  men  were  not  called  into  adual  service ; 
and  becaufe  1  did  not  confider  it  a  duty  that  the  mili- 
tia was  bound,  by  the  constitution,  to  perform  ;  as  I 
could  not  see  any  difference  between  detaching  and 
imprefiing,  and  no  provifion,  by  v/hich  a  perfon  de- 
tached, whatever  may  have  .been  the  fitnalion  ofhim- 
felf  or  family  could  have  been  excused,  by  finding  a 
substitute,  or  paying  an  equivalent;  and  becaufe  I 
confidered  thofe  encampments,  fchools  for  vice,  idle- 
nefs  and  diffipation,  believing  tliat  our  5  outh  would 
return  from  them  much  worfc  citizens,  and  no  better 
ibldiers.  This  bill,  with  all  its  imperfections  passed 
the  Houfe  of  Keprefentatives  by  the  usual  majority  ; 
but  was  postponed  in  the  Senate. 

The  next  bill  of  impcvtance  was  offered  late  iiitlK^ 


•iseffion,  as  a  lubftitute  for  the  bill  lest  between  tii« 
two  houses  ;  two  of  its  provisions  were  similar  to  two 
in  the  firft  bill,  as  respected  armed  ships  and  the  non- 
Intercrturfe  ;  but  that  part  which  related  to  our  com- 
mercial relations  with  Great-Britain  and  France, 
permitted  a  free  trade  to  both  those  nations,  as  long  as 
they  continued  their  injustice  towards  us ;  but  if  either 
of  them  should  rescind  their  unj all  decrees,  and  the 
,oiher  nation  did  not,  within  three  mouths,  follow  the 
example,  the  President  was  authorized  to  interdidl 
all  commerce  with  the  nation  so  refusing  to  rescind 
iier  decrees.  But  when  this  motion  was  under  con- 
sideration, another  substitute  was  offered  for  it  by  way 
of  amendment,  which  had  been  agreed  upon  in  cau- 
cus the  evening  before,  and  carried  the  same  day  it 
was  offered,  which  was,  to  ■s.dA  fifiy  per  cent,  to  tha 
duties  now  colleded  on  all  importations  irom  Great- 
Britsin  and  France  and  their  dependencies.  This 
was  fiiid  to  be  a  measure  of  coercion  and  retaliation 
against  those  nations  ;  as  the  President  was  authoriz- 
ed to  abolish  those  duties  on  the  importations  from 
the  nation  who  would  rescind  her  decrees  againft  us^' 
This  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  strange  kind  of  retaliatioa 
on  thofe  who  had  injured  us,  by  laying  an  enormous 
tax  on  ourielves,  the  effedl  of  which  would  have  been, 
to  have  given  six  or  eight  millions  of  dollars  to  the 
very  rich  importing  merchants,  in  the  great  commer- 
cial cities,  and  to  have  opperated  as  a  tax  on  the  con- 
sumer to  that  amount  ;  and  to  have  brought  but  little 
money  into  the  Treasury.  Those  merchants  wha 
had  thofe  goods  on  hand,  would  have  ad<led  ^t  fifty 
per  cent,  to  their  prices,  and  it  would  have  prevented 
im^portations  to  any  extent-  This  tax  I  considered 
unjuft  and  unneceffary  ;  pernicious  in  its  principles; 
and  injurious  in  its  consequences.  If  it  was  meant  to 
have  increafed  the  revenne  7?//y  per  cent,  it  v/ould  not 
have  answered  the  purpofe  ;  as  political  arithmetic 
differs  very  much  from  any  other  kind,  in  th  at  nm 
and  fmo^  will  not  make  Jour*     If  you  double  yoat 


-duties,  you  do  not  double  your  revenue,  nor  increafe 
it  in  proportion  as  you  increafe  your  duties ;  for  when- 
jever  your  duties  are  unreafonably  high. yon  difcourage 
importations,  diminish  consumption,  and  by  offering 
a  bounty,  you  increase  smuggling;  and  instead  erf 
.benefiting  our  revenue,  we  should  have  injured  it. 
This,  to  me,  was  another  wild  scheme  to  proted  our 
.own  citizens  and  to  avenge  their  wrongs  by  taking 
■from  the  poor  and  common  class  of  people  about  six 
or  eigbt  millions  of  dollars,  and  giving  it  to  a  very  few 
jich  importing  merchants  :  this  would  have  been  ad- 
ding burdens  to  your  injuries.  But  this  bill,  as 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  passed  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives by  the  usual  majority  ,  but  the  sedioa 
laying  the  fifty  per  cent,  duty  was  stricken  out  in  the 
Senate,  where,  in  my  opinion,  incalculable  mischief 
Avas  prevented,  during  a  long,  tedious  and  useless 
session  to  the  nation.  I  was  also  oppofed  to  this  duty, 
because  I  thought  when  it  was  once  put  on,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  get  it  oiT;  as  it  is  always  easy  to  find 
reasons  for  laying  taxes,  raising  salaries  and  increas- 
ing expences  ;  but  very  difficult  to  fiadasuitable  time, 
and  proper  place, to  begin  to  reduce  or  retrench  them; 
and  because  I  thought  if  we  conducted  econimically 
.we  should  not  want  more  money  :  and  as  to  its  being 
a.  measure  of  retaliation,  it  appeared  torn  to  beper- 
fe6ily  ridiculous,  to  pass  laws  operating  exclusively 
against  ourfelves,  v/ith  a  view  to  retaliate  upon  other 
nations,  when  it  would  have  no  other  effed,  butta 
make  ttie  rich  very  rich,  and  the  common  people, 
poor  indeed. 

i  ate  in  the  session,  refolutions  were  offered  to  re- 
fJuce  the  army  and  navy.  Tliey  passed  the  house  by 
Ja'-ge  majorities,  and  bills  were  ordered  to  be  brought 
jn  for  that  purpose  ;  and  although  the  mover  of  them 
Vw'as  very  sincere,  it  was  soon  difcovered  that  no  re^ 
diiQion  was  to  take  place. 

When  I  saw  that  the  navy  and  army,  the  laO  vear, 
had  qost  theUnitedStates  five  miUionSj  feven  jhundred 


and  seventy  three  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars,  ninety-seven   cents,  {D.  syj^^S^o  97  Cts.) 
and  that  the  army  the  laft  year  had  coll  us  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eicht  thoufand,  three  hundred   and 
fixty-tvvo  dollars, eighteen  cents,  (/).  828,362,  iQCss.') 
more  than  the  army  under  .•>  dams'  adminiftration  the 
moll  extravagant  year  ;  and  that  they  had  done  but  lit- 
tle other  fervice  than  ditchinjr  and  clearing  a  bog  near 
Kew     rleans,  in  which  service  nearly  one  thoufand 
of  them,  after  suffering  what  no  other  men  ever  suffer- 
ed, in  any  country,  or  on  any  occafion,    inglorioufly 
fell  vidliirsto  disease  !  !  I  was  in  favour  of  the  resolu- 
tion  for  reducing  the  army  to  a  peace  ellablishment, 
tvhich  would  have  saved  the  nation  at  least  two  mil- 
lior.s  of  dollars  :   and  as  it  respects  the  navy,  I  was 
one  of  those  in  a  798  who  thought  we  could  not  build, 
support  and  man  a  navy  in  this  country,  without  dis- 
tressing and  oppressing  the  people  very  much;  though. 
Our  navy  at  that  time,  situated  as  the  maritime  nations 
were,  did  much  towards  prote6ling  our  'commerce, 
and  caufmg  the  American  flag  to  be  respe<^ed ;  and 
maintained  our  rank  and  standing  as  a  nation  on  the 
ocean,  and  our  revenue  continued  to  increase.    And 
when  '  saw  that  in  iSoo  the  navy    in   adual  service 
was  composed  of  eleven  frigates,  twenty-four  iliips, 
and  other  vessels  carrying  from  thirty-two  to  twelve 
guns  each,  befides  seven  gallies  ;  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  seamen  in  aflual  service,  exclusive  of  ciEcers, 
amounted  to  upwards  oi  seven  thousand  three  hundred^ 
and  the  officers  of  every  descriptoin  to  thirteen  hwu 
dred  and  thirty-tivo    ;  and  that  the  expences  of  that 
year, (being  the  mod  expenfive  year)  amounted  toon- 
ly  three  millions,  four  hundred  forty-eight  thoufand, 
aeven  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars,  and  three  cents, 
Z'Z).  3,448,716,  3  C'/i\^  that  the  revenue  that  very 
year,  notwith {landing  all  our  difficulties,   mcreafed 
two  millions, four  hundred  and  seventy  thoufand,  four 
hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars, and  forty-two  cents, 
(D.  2,470,483  42  Qs,^  ;  that  with  the  help  of  this 
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navy,  our  maritime  rights  were  establlfhed,  and  aii 
honourable  peace  effeded :  and  that  in  the  year  1809, 
we  had  in  service  only  four  frigates,  two  ships,  five 
brigs,  two  fchooners,  one  cutter  and  twenty  two  gun 
boats;  the  whole  number  of  seamen,  enclufive  of  the 
officers,  amounted  to  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-three  ;  the  officers  of  every  defcription  to 
-one  thousand  and  ninety-five  ;  and  that  those  few 
ships  and  men  cost  us  two  millions,  four  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
€ight  dollars,  and  eighty  cents,  (D.  2,427,758,  80 
Cts.J  and  in  the  same  year  our  revenue  decreased  in 
the  customs  alone,  nine  millions,  sixty-seven  thoui' 
sand,  five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  i  D  9,067,530) 
and  in.that  year,  having  on  the  non-intercourse  law, 
our  navy  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  blockade  our  own 
ports.  And  when  I  saw  that  the  expences  of  our 
navy  since  1802  had  almofl;  three  doubled,  and  its 
number  much  the  same  (except  gun-boats,  anfwering 
\'ery  little  purpose  to  the  nation)  I  had  no  hefitation 
in  voting  for  its  reduction  ;  and  rather  than  to  have 
such  a  navy  in  such  hands,  maintained  at  fuch  ex- 
pence,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  world,  I  would 
vote  for  its  annihilation  ;  believing  it  a  curse  to  the 
nation,  rather  than  a  bleffing. 

The  lad  bill  that  respe6led  our  foreign  relation?, 
and  which  passed  into  a  law,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
President,  whenever  either  France  or  Great-Britain 
sliall  revoke  their  unjust  edicts  against  us,  to  put  on 
the  late  non-intercourse  against  that  nation  who  shall 
negle£l  or  refuse  to  follow  the  example.  A  flrange 
kind  of  legislation  indeed  ;  that  after  the  law  had  ex- 
;rlred,  we  should  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  nation, 
by  any  aft  of  theirs,  to  revive  it  aojainfl  another  na- 
tion; and  that  the  legislature  of  the  United  States 
should  have  no  agency  in  it,  only  that  the  President 
should  be  made  the  agent,  or  humble  tool  of  such 
nations  to  declare  their  will  and  pleasure,  to  reviye  ^ 
law  against  another  nation. 
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An  application  was  made  to  Congress  for  the  renew- 
al of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.— 
Several  plans  were  proposed,  some  to  renew  the  old 
charter,  others  for  a  new  bank.  An  institution  of 
this  kind  seemed  to  be  thought  necessary  to  aid  the 
operations  of  the  general  government  :  but  the  one 
that  appeared  to  be  the  most  favoured  by  the  adminis- 
tration, contemplated  the  renewal  of  the  old  charter, 
for  the  flockholders  to  pay  in  cash  i  200,000  dollars  : 
to  agree  to  loan  the  government  a  large  sum  of  mo- 
ney ;  to  incrcafe  the  capital  stock  nine  millions  of 
dollars,  which  the  United  States  were  to  take  ;  and 
to  pay  the  United  States  an  interest  of  three  per  cent, 
for  the  money  deposited  in  the  bank  after  it  fliall  ex- 
ceed three  millions  of  dollars,  and  have  been  in  the 
bank  one  year  ;  and  upon  giving  the  bank  fixty  days 
notice,  that  it  fliaU  continue  there  another  year.  I 
am  againll  granting  exclufive  privileges  to  any  per- 
sons whatever  ;  but  if  this  inflitution  fhould  really  be 
conlidered  neceffary  to  aid  the  adminiftration  in  the 
management  of  its  concerns,  I  fhould  be  in  favour  of 
renewing  the  charter,  the  flockholders  paying  in  cafli 
for  the  renewal,  what  it  may  be  worth,  and  for  the* 
United  States  to  have  no  further  concern  in  it,  than 
any  other  corporation  or  individual.  I  have  no  opi- 
nion of  the  government  collefting  money  from  the 
people  to  employ  in  fpeculating,  or  colleding  it  from 
them  beyond  the  exigencies  of  the  government,  to 
depoilt  in  the  bank  of  the  United  i:tates  fourteen 
months  without  intereft,and  ihento  receive  only  three 
per  cent.  :  when  it  is  worth  to  thofe  from  whom  it  is 
colleded,  from  fix  to  eight  per  cent. :  or  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  lying  ufelefs  to  the  nation  in  fome  favourite 
bank,  which  will  enable  them  to  encreafe  their  dil^ 
counts  and  divirlends  to  answer  political  purpofes. 
Not  havingthebill  respedingthis  bank  before  me,  fome 
of  the  fads  stated  may  be  incorrect ;  but  according  to 
the  bed  of  my  recollcdlion  they  are  as  above  flated. 

Whenever  tjie  revenue  exceeds  the  real  wants  of 
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tlie  government,  inllead  of  the  adminiflration  rack- 
ing their  inventions  to  find  a  fubje(?i;  to  wafle  it  upon, 
they  ought  to  reduce  the  duties  on  fugar,  molalTes  aid 
lea,  so  as  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  government,  and  let  the  people  have  their  money 
to  manage  in  their  own  way  ;  for  it  is  with  a  govern- 
ment as  with  an  individual,  who  in  proportion  to  the 
sum  of  money  he  has  by  him,  for  which  he  has  no 
immediate  use,  and  the  facility  with  which  he  can  ac- 
quire more  ;  in  the  fame  proportion,  generally,  he  is 
idle  and  extravagant.  And  as  the  support  of  a  re- 
publican government  depends  on  the  affections  of  the 
people,  they  ought  not  to  be  put  to  unnecelTary  trouble 
or  expence. 

As  to  the  charge  againft  the  minority  of  partiality 
to  Great-Britain,  this  was  intended  to  excite  your 
prejudices,  but  it  is  not  true.  If  the  minority  have 
been  partial  to  Great- Britain,  they  have  been  treated 
with  great  ingratitude  by  her  ;  all  her  measures  have 
tended  to  help  the  ruling  party  in  this  country ;  and 
the  measures  of  the  present  ruling  party  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  have,  in  my  opinion,  tended  to  ruin  the 
commerce  and  prosperity  of  our  once  flourifhing  na- 
tion, and  to  give  to  Great -Britain  the  commerce  of 
the  world  :  And  if  the  laft  administration,  while  in  se- 
cret  conclave,  had  made  a  treaty  with  England,  whofe 
objedls  should  have  been  to  ruin  the  commerce  and 
revenue  of  the  United  States,  and  to  have  increafed 
that  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  to  have  added  to  the  value 
of  her  poffefljons  in  this  country,  they  could  not  have 
done  it  more  effeClually. 

As  to  measures  of  refinance,  I  have  feen  nothing 
that  looked  like  it  except  the  fedionfent  from  the  Se- 
nate to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  lieu  of  the 
£ftv  per  cent,  duty,  which  contemplated  .giving  the 
Preiident  power  to  ufe  the  navy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  purpofe  of  protecting  its  commerce  ;  but  this 
was  rejeded,  and  the  bill  loft,  because  the  Senate 
would  not  8.grec  to  the  duty,  rvor  the  Houfe  to  ttie  pro- 
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te£lIon.  T  faw  much  to  chriflianize  the  good  people 
of  the  United  States,  by  i  mpovenfliing,  afRifting  and 
humiliating  them  ;  and  but  little  t  make  them  pro- 
ceed by  forcible  refiftaiice  or  effectual  prote<!i^ion. 

It  is  faid,  that  it  is  chargeable  to  the  minority  that . 
Great-Britain  will  not  do  us  juflice,   and  that   they 
were  the  means  of  raifing  the  embargo,  which  would 
have  had  a  w^onderful  effeft,   if  it  could  have  been 
kept  on.     It  would  appear  by  the  reprefentation  of 
the  friends  of  the  adminiftration,   that  the  minority, 
however  fmall,  have  more  influence  at  home  and  a- 
broad,  than  the  majority.    What  are  the  fa6ls  ?    The 
minority  have  no  influence  at  home  or  abroad  :  They 
have    no   power  to   help    or  injure  any  nation :   All 
they  can  do,  is  to  acquaint  the  people  what  the  admi- 
niftration  are  about ;  and  this  is  what  they  have  moft 
to  fear.     The   majority  have  the  whole  power  and 
force   of  the  nation  :   They  have  the  fvvord  and  the 
purfe-lirings  to  ufe  at  their  pleafure.   Whenever  they 
make  a  law,  they  ought  to  enforce  it ;   and  whenever 
they  ceafe  to  enforce  it,  they  ought  immediately  to 
repeal  it.     They  ought  to  be  afliamed  to  fay  that  it 
cannot  be  enforced,  becaufe  it  was  oppofed  in  as  pas- 
sage  by  the  minority,    and  that  they  are  diffatisfied 
with  it.     If  a  law  is  not  fi:ri6tly  enforced,  it  is  either 
an  acknowledgment  by  thofe  who  made  it,  that  it  is 
in  itfelf  improper,  and  ought  not  to  be  inforced  ;  or 
that  they  are  intirely  incompetent,  either  to  make  or 
execute  laws.     Are  the  affairs  of  Great-Britain   at  a 
Hand,  whenever  a  weak  or  wicked  miniflry,  have  a 
majority  againft  them  ?    1  believe  not ;    their  afl^tirs 
go  on,  and  the  confequence  is,  a  change  in  the  minif- 
try.     If  our  government  cannot  make  laws  that  they 
will  execute  and  enforce,  having  the  power  fo  to  do, 
it  is  acknowledging  their  incapacity  to  govern.     As 
a  citizen  and  republican ;  although  I  may  oppofe  the 
passage  of  laws,  yet  1  feel  myfelf  bound  to  fubmit  to 
and  enforce  them,  wben  enacted :    And  if  we  fliould 
imprudently  get  into  a  war,   I  feel  myfelf  bound  to 


sjid  the  government  in  its  prosecution,  with  my  per- 
son, influence  and  property,  to  the  last  cent,  against 
uny  nation  in  existence. 

The  minority  are  charged  with  being  opposed  to" 
the  federalgovernmentandconstitution.— This  comesJ 
with  a  very  ill  grace  from  those  who  were  against  the 
adoption  of  the  conftitution  at  firft,  who  have  been 
mutilating  it  fmce  it  was  adopted,  and  who  were  anti- 
federalifts,  and  have  endeavoured  to  render  the  name 
of  a  federalill  odious.  As  well  may  we  expeifl  a  I'urk 
to  turn  Chrillian,  or  a  true  Chriflian  to  endeavour  to 
lubvert  the  Chrillian  religion,  as  to  cxpeft  thefe  people 
to  be  anxious  to  fupport  a  federal  government,  and 
the  federalifts  to  endeavour  to  deftroy  or  overturn  it, 
being  its  founders  and  supporters,  with  Prefident 
AVashington  at  their  head. 

As  it  refpedls  Great-Britain  and  France,  and  their 
condud  towards  us  ;  Great-Britain  has  injured  us 
very  much,  but  Ihe  could  have  injured  us  more  ; 
though  this  is  rto  excufe  for  what  flie  has  done. 

With  France  \^chadatrcaty, — the  Emperor  pretend- 
ed  friendfhip, — held  out  allurements  for  oar  citizens  to 
go  to  his  ports.     Ke  has  taken  all  our  vefTels,  (or  float- 
ing colonies  as  he  calls  thtm)  on  the  higii  feas,  that  he 
could  carry  home;  and  sunk  and  barm  (after  plunder  > 
jng  them)  all  thofe  that  he  could  not.     All  our  veffels 
thathavebeen  fent  toFrance,  totrade  inafriendlyman- 
iier,  have  been  feized  and  confiscated  ;  those  that  were 
driven  there,  by  the  a£l  of  God,   in  diftress,  or  that 
have  been  Ihipwrecked  on  their  coalt,  have  fhared  the 
fame  fiite  :  and  even  a  vefiel,   carrying  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  to  pay  a  juil  debt,  could 
not  efcape  him.     In  addition  to  this,  he  has  made  a 
treaty  with  his  brother  of  Holland,  in  which  his  bro- 
ther was  compelled  to  deliver  htm  the  American  pro- 
perty in  his  poiTcfiion  for  confiscation  ;   And  then  the 
Fmperor  of  France,  had  the  impudence,  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  to  tell  our  minifter,  that  he  had  done  us 
np  injury  ;— thai  we  were  without  honour  or  euevg);^ 
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stid  that  cur  government  had  never  complained  of 
his  treatment  tov. aids  us. 

During  all  this  time,  what  has  been  the  condud  of 
our  government  and  its  agents  towards  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  as  it  rcfpedtsthofe  nations  ?  We 
have  had  a  letter  addreffed  to  our  miniller  in  London 
refpedling  the  tondu£l  of  the  Eritifli  miniRer  (Jack- 
fon)  publiflied  in  this  country  before  it  reached  the 
pcrfon  to  V  horn  it  was  addrefied  :  We  have  had  alet- 
ter  from  that  miniller  to  our  Secretary  of  ^tate,  which 
could  not  be  feen  by  the  public  ;  but  v.  as  made  any, 
and  every  thing,  to  anfwer  party  purpofes.  If  he 
liad  time  to  write  an  unofficial  letter,  and  it  contain- 
ed nothing  but  the  truth,  why  not  official,  fo  that  the 
whole  nation  could  have  been  benefited  by  it  ?  If  it 
contained  the  truth,  and  it  was  improper  to  make  it 
j)ublic,  why  were  a  party  permitted  to  fee  it,  and  take 
extraOs  from  it  for  publication,  to  answer  electioneer- 
ing purposes  ?  It  was  stated,  that  Mr.  Pinkney  in  that 
letter  observed,  that  the  British  government  disaji- 
proved  of  Mr.  Jackson's  condudl,  and  faid  he  was  in 
the  wrong — that  he  would  be  recalled,  and  that  a 
miniller  oU.igb  rank  and  talents  \>ould  be  immediate- 
ly sent  out  in  his  room.  Isow  it  is  evident,  that,  if 
that  letter  did  contain  such  information,  that  the  fact 
has  turned  out  otherwise  :  the  minifler's  condu6l  is 
approved  by  his  government  : — he  is  not  recalled; 
nor  has  this  miniller  of  biqb  rank  been  sent  out  to 
gratify  the  pride  of  our  republican  court. 

As  it  respeds  trance,  we  have  not  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  have  letters  from  our  government  to  oar 
ininifterin  France,  publiflied  in  this  country  before 
they  v.'ere  sent  to  him,  or  to  have  very  early  informa- 
tion from  our  miniller,  either  official  or  unofficial ; 
or  from  our  government  until  it  has  been  publiflied  in 
Great-Britain  and  France,  and  miany  of  the  newspa- 
pers in  the  United  States.  Farly  lafl.  fall,  a  letter 
purporting  to  be  from  Champagny  to  our  minifler  in 
Trance,  was  publilhed  in  England  and  in  the  United 
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^atos,  the  authenticity  of  which  was  denied  by  the.^ 
ruling  party  in  this  country,  and    declared  to    havec 
been  an  Knglifli  forgery,    and  from  ttie  infolence  of 
the  letter,  this  was    generally  believed  ;  but  after  a> 
confiderable  time  had  elapsed,  and  the    letter  almofi:  - 
forgotten,  it  was  then  publifhed  by  our  government  as 
a  genuine  letter,  with  fome  trifling  variations  in  the 
tranflation. 

Early  this  spring  we  had  another  letter  from  Cham- 
pagny  to  Gen.  Armflrong, publifhed  in  Great-Britain, 
France  and  the  United  btates,  in  language  Hill  more 
insolent  and  indecorous.  This  was  alfo  paffed  off  up-  , 
on  the  people  as  a  forgery,  and  from  its  contents  gain-  , 
ed  general  belief.  But  after  the  minority  had  in  vain 
tried  to  get  fight  of  it,  and  after  Congrefs  had  adjourn- 
ed, it  was  then  publiflied  as  a  genuhie  letter,  with  the 
very  manly  and  dignified  answer  of  our  minifter. — 
This  lafl  letter  of  the  French  miniiler,  seemed  to 
complete  the  measure  of  our  humiliation  and  degra- 
dation. 

Now  if  our  government  have  not  publiflied  every 
little  thing  that  would  tend  to  excite  resentment  a- 
gainft  Great-Britain,  and  kept  from  the  people  their 
real  fituation  as  it  respe6t3  France,  then  have  they 
not  been  partial  to  France  !  Of  this  you  mufc  judge 
for  yourfelves. 

At  any  rate  there  certainly  has  an  uncommon  fa- 
tality attended  all  our  information  from  France  ;  the 
fault  canuot  be  in  our  minifler  ;  it  would  have  been 
criminal  in  him  to  the  highefl  degree,  to  have  kept 
back  information  so  important.  On  whom  then  does 
it  re  11  ?  We  have  had  an  expenfive  navy,  that  has  had 
little  other  bufmess  to  do  but  to  be  employed  as  des- 
patch veliels.  How  then  does  it  happen  that  thofe 
infolent  letters  from  Champagny  Ihould  be  publiflied 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  authenti- 
city of  ihcm  denied,  before  they  had  reached  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  ?  Or  if  they  had  arrived  why 
had  ihey  not  have  been  publifned,  thnt  the  ciiir.cns  of 
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the  United  ^tates  could  have  knownour  real  situatioti 
V>iui  France,  thai  they  might  have  guarded  themftlves 
accordingly 

Much  ha^  been  said   in  former   and  better  days, 
respecting  th^  extravagance  ot  iVTr.  Adams,  his  pre- 
dileclion  for  monarchy    a:  id    his    removing  his  sori 
from  one  nation  to  anotherto  encreafe  his  emolument! 
As  I  did  not  jultify  him  then,  I  Ihall  not  prttcnd  to 
deny  but  what  many  things  were  done    by  him,  and 
under  his  adrriinillratlon  that  were  inexpedient   and 
tinnecelTary  ;  particularly  i>/>  land  tax  and  i6?j  Hand- 
ing army.     1  call  them  hh^  becaufe  it  wa^  in  his  pow- 
er and  no  other  person's,  to  have  prevented  them  ; 
but  notwithllanding  he  approved  of  those   measures, 
as  foon  as  he  found  the  current  of  popularity  running 
^gainft  him.  in  order,  I  presume,  to  appease  the  party 
and  savehimseU,  he  dismissed  fromoffice  some  of  the 
moft  upright  and  faithful  men  m  the  administratioii. 
But  all  vvould  not  anfwer  ;   the    adminiftration    was 
changed,  and  for  a  fhort  time  conducted  with  a  little 
more  economy  ;  for  in  the  year  1802  the  expencesof 
the  navy  and  army  were  only  two  millions,    ninety- 
four  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  and 
twelve  cents, /^Z).  2,094,960   12   Cts  J  ?,nd.   in   i8og> 
they  vvere  five  millions,  feven  hundred  and  leventy- 
three  thousand, five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,nlnety- 
seven    cents,   fD.  5  773,530  97  Cts.J    being  three 
miUioas,fix  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand,  five 
hundred    and    seventy   dollars,     eighty-five    cents, 
f  L).   3,678.570  85  Cis  J  more  than  in  1802       But 
they  soon  got  into  tjie  trick  of  tHeir  predecessors,  when 
those  who  h^.cl  the  greatest  hand  in  deltroying  the  for- 
mer adminiftration,  turned  apoflates,  and  went  hand 
in  hand  wiih  the  new    one,   praifinj    and  promo"" a]^ 
each  other,  until  they  soon  exc^^eded  the  former  ad- 
ininlllration  in  the  molt  extravagant  of  'ts  years. 

But  for  this  the  French  devolution  fu:  nilhes  an  ex- 
ample. In  France  a  corre6tion  of  error  and  abl]^(^, 
which  had  for  a  long  time  prevailed  ia  their  govern- 
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fiientv  was  ocmtnenced  by  honefl,  honourable  and  in^ 
telligent  men,  with  intentions  pure,  virtuous  and  pa? 
trioiic.  When  they  had  attained  the  end  which  they 
believed  would  ensure  the  happiness  of  the  nation^ 
and  were  desirous  that  no  further  innovation  or  alter- 
ation fhouid  be  made,  either  in  the  eftablilhed  form  of 
the  government,  or  the  manner  of  its  adminiftration ; 
anr]  were  endeavouring  to  reftore  the  nation  to  that 
Hate  of  tranquillity  ard  quiet  which  alone  could  ena- 
ble it  to  enjoy  the  beneht  of  the  alteration  which  had 
been  made,  a  more  zealous  and  infuriated  party 
arose  like  a  tor  rent ;  those  who  commenced  the  Rev©- 
lution,  were  obliged  to  retire  before  it.  'J  hey  delug- 
ed the  country  with  blood,  and  overturned  every  in- 
ilitution  of  law,  order,  religion  and  morality.  The 
nation  rung  with  the  cries  of  Liberty  and  Equality  ; 
the  downfall  of  tyranny,  and  long  live  the  Republic. 
The  people  were  deluded  and  deceived  by  thofe  pleaf- 
ing  sounds,  and  not  imagining  that  the  patriots  who 
called  themselves  exclusively  the  friends  of  the  peo- 
ple, could  ever  sandion  any  measure  which  would 
Biilitate  againfl  their  rights,  surrendered  into  their 
Ijands  the  reins  of  government, — placed  the  moft  im- 
j)licit  confidence  in  their  patriotism  and  integrity,  and 
indulged  themselves  in  the  golden  dreams  of  liberty 
and  happinefs,  until  compelled  by  a  long  fuccelhon  of 
oppreffion  to  review  their  fituation, they  are  afloniflied 
to  find  themfelves  the  slaves  of  a  Conqueror,  and 
iirmly  bound  in  the  chains  of  a  military  despot. 

You  changed  the  adminillration,  because  it  was  in 
favour  of  flanding  armies,  and  navies,  and  extrava- 
gant in  the  expenditure  of  your  money.  The  new 
adminifiration,  on  their  acceifion  to  power,  declared 
themfelves  opposed  to  flanding  armies  and  navies. 
Economy  was  their  v/atch-wordf  and  the  mouth  of 
labour  was  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  bread  it  had  earn- 
ed. You  were  dispofed  to  credit  these  assertions  and 
profeffions,  becaufe  you  wiflied  them  to  be  true.— 
Their  adls  the  firfl  year  of  their  government,  did  in 
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some  measure  accord  with  their  profeflions.  The  army 
iand  navy  were  reduced,  and  the  public  expenditure 
leflened.     This  was  to  you  conclufive  proof  of  iheir 
fmcerity,  integrity  and  patriotism  ;  and  you  surren- 
dered to  them  your  whole  confidence.      L5ut  a  ne\t 
party,  like  the  infuriates  of  the  French  revolution,  has 
arisen,  composed  of  apoftate  federalills,  and  of  men 
who  had  but  little  part  in  bringing  about  th>-  change 
in  the  adminillration  :  men  vvhofe  fole  car^   is  the 
ioavesand  fiihcG  ;  and  not  unlike  thofe  plunderers  on 
the  theatre  of  vvar,  who  alvi'ays  choofe  to  follow  iht 
victorious  army.     After  the  firfl;  year  of  the  new  ad- 
tniniftration,   economy  was   abandoned  for  extrava- 
gance.    Navies  and  (landing  armies  were  no  longer 
considered  improper  and  unnecefiary  —The  people's 
money  has  been  spent  with  a  lavifn  hand;  and  even 
Mr.  Jefrerfon's  surplus  fund  has  vaniilied.  without  the 
necefiity  of  applyiiig  it  to  roads,  canals,   or  the  ad- 
vancem.ent  of  literature.     This  celf-ftyled  economical 
adminiflration  has  fpent,  two  millions,  eight  hundred 
and  twenty- feven  thoufand,  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  dollars,  and  three  cents,  (D.  2,827,891  03  CtsA 
annually  of  your  money  nice  than  the  old  adminiflra- 
tion, as  will  appear  by  the  account  of  the  Treafury 
department ;   and  can  you  ftill  believe  them  economi- 
cal ?     But  ftill  do  they  keep  up  the  cry  of  the  extra- 
vagance of  the  former  adminiftraticn,  to  prevent  an 
inquiry  into  their  ov/n  walleful  expenditure,     I  only 
aflvyou  to  read  and  examine  the  official  ilatements  of 
the  expences  of  both  adminiflrations,  and  judge    for 
yourselves.     In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Uitirefi  States,  Randolph,  Macon,  Stanford,  Lyon  and 
others,  have  been,  by  the  l^rce  of  thefe  flubborn  facts, 
jcompelled  to  oppofe  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  admi- 
niftration,  vv'ith  the  fame  zeal  that;  they  did  thofe  of 
the  former. 

I  aflc  you  to  reflc6;,  and  examine  for  yourselves, 
before  it  is  too  l?.':e.  Judge  of  men  by  their  pra6tice, 
and  not  by  their  profeffions.     Judge  of  the  econorr^iy 


ilfihc  admin'iHration  by  the  fums  of  money  tlieyliave 
€,\j3cnded,  and  the  objedls  of  expenditure.  '1  here 
appears  to  me  to  be  as  great  a  difference  between  the 
ii)inority  and  majority  as  it  respcils  real  and  pradical 
republicaniim,  as  there  is  between  a  hypocrite  and  a 
Cbriliian  :  A  hypocrite  profelles  religion,  and  a 
ChriHian  pradices  it.  The  majority  profess  republi- 
caii'fni,  and  the  minority  piadice  it.  Inflead  of  blam- 
ing the  minority  for  having  the  independence  to  op-, 
pole  meafiires  whiph  they  confider  improper  or  injii- 
lious  to  the  nation ;  you  ought  coolly  and  candidly  tp 
examine  into  the  motives  and  reafpns  that  influence 
their  conduct;  and  when  you  find  that  their  oppoii- 
lion  to  thole  meafures  is  well-grounded,  you  ought  to 
support  them  againll  the  clamour  of  the  servile  friends 
of  the  adminiflration  ;  and  unless  this  be  done,  there 
is  no  freedom  of  ele6lions ; — no  safety  in  a  reprcfent- 
ative  government. 

When  the  majority  is  very  large,  they  become  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  interell  and  liberty  of  the  people.  Thej 
confider  themfelves  raifed  above  the  power  of  their 
conftituents  ;  and  if  they  can  perfuade  the  people  that 
the  minority,  when  they  oppofe  meafares  which  they 
confider  weak  or  wicked,  are  oppofers  of  the  govern- 
jnent — your  conilittition,  has  become  a  dead  letter, 
and  the  dodlrine  of  paffive-obedience  and  non-refiit- 
ance  revived  in  its  fullefl:  extent. 

With  all  our  boail  of  republicanism,  we  have  had  ^ 
Directory  compofed  of  members  of  Congrefs,  v/ho  at 
the  clcfe  of  aprefidential  term,  have  in  caucus  direcl- 
cd  the  people  who  to  ele^l  Prefident  and  V'ice-Prefi- 
dent,  and  the  people  have  obeyed  their  mandates.-— 
And  after  the  ciedtion  of  the  Preiident,the  same  Direc- 
tory have  claims  on  hirp,  in  proportion  to  their  induf- 
try  and  influence  m  procuring  his  eie(Slion. 

In  order  to  give  you  a  corretl  view  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  govei'nment,  under  the  different  admin- 
illrations,  1  have  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Secreta- 
vy  of  the  Treasury  of  the  "United  States,'which  1  have 
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in  my  posseflion,  the  amount  of  the  annual  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  feveral  adminiflrations,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  government  to  the  end  of 

the  lafl  year,  by  which  it  appears,  that 

The  VVa(hing»on  am'.  Adams  adminiftration  receiv- 
ed in  twelve  years,  ending  on  the  firft  day  of  January, 
1801,  inclnding  duties,  internal  taxes,  loani,  &c  Sic.      D.  89)568,684  67* 

They    paid,     duiing    faid    time,    towards    the 
Debt n.  22.465.906  75 

They  left  Caili  in  the  Trcafury,        2,600.000  00 

25.065,906  75 

Spent  by  the  Wafliington  and  Adams   adtnin-  ">    rj  ra  «no  -r-rf  an 
iftration  in   twelve   years,         -  -  -  <         ^'*>'^^'i>^77  VZ 

Making  D.  5,375,231  47  Ci».  annually. 

Jeffcrfon's  Adminifiration  received  in  eight  years, 

Cafti  in  the  Treasury,  left  by  the  old  Adminiftration,  D. 2,600, 000  00 

Received  for  duties,  internal  taxes,  fales  of  land,  &c.     llj. 464,980  OP 

D.  116,064,980  00 
They  left  in  the  Treasury,        -      D.  9,440,000 
]?aid  towards  the  old   Debt,         -        41,000,000 

— D.  50,440,000  OO 


Spent  by  Jeftersou's  Adminiftration  in  eight  years,  D.  65,624,980  09 

Making  eight  millions,  two  hundred  and  three 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  Dollars,  and 
fifty  Cents,  ^Z).  8,203,122  50  Qs.J  annually ;  being 
two  millions,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand, eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  Dollars,  three 
Cents,  ^D,  2,827,891  3  Cts.J  more  annually,  than 
the  Washington  and  Adams    administration. 

And  in  addition  to  this,  it  ought  to  be  considered ; 
that  the  old  administration  were  necessarily  compel- 
led to  expend  large  sums  of  money  in  prosecuting  an 
expensive  Indian  war,  and  in  quelling  the  western 
insurrection: — ^In  building  and  purchasing  frigates 
and  other  vessels  of  war  ;  and  in  purchasing  timber 
sufficient  to  build  six  ships  of  seven(y-/our  guns  each, 
and  in  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbours  of  the  U.  S. 

Nothii'.g  but  the  anti-republican  do6lrines  now  in- 
culcated among  the  people,  would  have  induced  this 
publication  from  me  at  this  time  ;  being  unaccustom- 
ed to  writing  fgr  any  other  purpose  than  for  the  tran§- 
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»ding  of  my  own  bufiness.  But  when  a  minority, 
because  they  oppose  measures,  that  they  think  unwise, 
inprudent  and  unneceffary,  and  which  will  increase 
the  burdens  of  the  people*  are  charged  with  being  ene^ 
mies  to  their  country,  and  opposers  of  the  government, 
I  thought  I  would  state  to  you  what  part  I  had  taken 
in  the  measures  before  Congress,  since  my  election  a$ 
your  Kepresentative. 

Asa  federalist,  1  am  for  supporting  the  general 
government  in  the  full  exercise  of  all  the  powers  giv- 
en it  by  the  Constitution,  and  no  further.  As  a  re- 
publican, I  am  for  an  eledlive  government,  and  fof 
an  economical  and  republican  administration  ;■— for 
the  sovereignty  of  the  State  governments,  and  for  re- 
taining all  the  power  from  the  general  government, 
not  expressly  given  them  by  the  people  :  and  againft 
any  persons  holding  an  office  under  the  general  and 
state  governments  at  the  same  time ,  and  for  the 
people  s  retaining  in  their  own  hands,  their  own  pro- 
pert),  until  the  exigencies  of  the  government  fhall  aq^ 
tually  require  it. 

As  your  Kepresentative,  I  hold  it  a  right,  and  feel 
it  a  duty,  to  exercise  my  own  judgment  in  opposing 
the  passage  of  any  law,  that  1  think  will  operate  a- 
gainst  the  intered  of  ray  constituents,  and  the  nation ; 
and  all  that  can  be  required  of  any  citizen  is,  that 
^fter  the  law  is  passed,  however  improper  he  may 
deem  it,  to  submit  to  it  during  its  continuance,  mak- 
ing use  of  all  the  conHltutional  means  in  his  power  to 
procure  its  repeal.  But  if  it  may  be  called  opposing 
the  government,  to  oppose  measures  calculated,  in 
my  opinion,  to  lead  this  country  into  a  war ;  or  to 
oppose  the  raising  of  one  hundred  thousand  soldiers, 
to  be  encamped  ten  days  in  a  year,  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  the  people,  and  lay  additional  burdens  up- 
on them  ; — to  oppose  the  laying  of  an  additional  duty 
of^/O*  per  cent,  on  the  people,  already  sufficiently 
^  oppressed,  under  the  pretext  of  retaliation,  when  it 
■  'operates  exclusively  on  this  country  ;-°-or  for  b?in§ 
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in  favour  of  reducing  the  army  and  navy  (which  hav6 
been  alnioft  useless  to  the  nation,  and  which  have  colt 
us  the  last  year,  five  millions,  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-three  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty  dol-» 
iars,  and  ninety-seven  cents,  (,-0.5,773,530.97)  to 
prevent  not  only  the  neceflity  of  laying  additional  bur- 
dens ;  but  to  enable  the  government  to  reduce  the 
duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life;  if  this  is  opposing 
government,  1  have  done  it,  and  ihall  do  it  again— 
If  it  is  to  be  considered  criminal  to  oppose  any  mea- 
sure introduced  by  the  mod  intemperate,  imprudent, 
and  simple  members  of  the  majority,  our  republican 
government  is  at  an  end : — We  retain  the  name, 
but  have  loft  the  subitance  ;  and  it  is  useless  tc» 
choose  persons  to  represent  you. 

ELISHA  R.  POTTER. 

South- Kingstown y  August  n,  18 10. 

ERSAIUBI  —  ^^  Tie  Reader  luiil  please  correct  an  error  of  the  Press,  m 
Page  13,  Zd  and  Atb    line.     J'tir  "  proreed,  "  read  "  proud." 

STATE  ME  NT  tf  the  Gross  Annual  Amount  of  Receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
fri^m  the  4,th  of  March,   1789,  to  o\st  December,  1809. 


YE  ARS. 

1 

GROSS   AMOUNT. 

From  thf  4th  of   March, 

1789 

to  the  31ft  December, 

1791 

4  771,342  45 

1792 

8  772,458  7^ 

1793 

6.4SO,>9S    IS 

1794 

9  439>8ss  65 

I79S 

9  S'5  758  59 

1796 

8  740*329  65 

1797 

8  758,780  99 

1798 

8,179,170  80 

1799 

12  546  813  3r 

1800 

12  4i3'978  34- 

1801 

12.945  455  95 

J8o2 

^4  99S  79^  9S 

1803 

1 1  064  C97  63 

1804 

1 1  826,307  38 

1805 

13  560-693  20 

i8c6 

»S  559.931     7 

• 

1807 

16,45:  839  44 

i8c? 

I7,c6c  661   93 

i8cg 

7.77^  473    12 

310  &27;937    34 
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